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We are moving into what some have called the black hole of the Bible. 

[PHONE RINGS: Call - 419-908-0248]

Oh, hold on a minute, I forgot to turn my phone off. Don’t you like that song? I’ve got to take it. This is not really a good time to call me. You have a message. Okay, what is it? Keep the message short; I’m kind of in the middle of something here.

Okay, if you haven’t put your phones on silent, now would be a good time.

Actually, I’m just playing, but this is the point of chapter 15. 

God is trying to get a hold of Israel. The question is . . . will they pick up and answer, or will they just let the call go directly to voice mail.

And if they do pick up, will they listen? 

And if they listen, will they do what God tells them to do. 

As I started to say, before the phone call, starting in Chapter 14 of the Story the next few chapters covers a section of the OT which can be very confusing. 

This is due in part to the fact that the Bible is not written in chronological order. It is organized topically. 

Think about the Bible this way . . . the first 17 books of the Old Testament are the historical books. 

The first five books are called the Pentateuch, or law but they give the account of different characters and different events in predominately chronologic order. 

Then they are followed by the 12 books which are typically referred to as the historical books. They cover the history of Israel from the conquest to the return of the exiles in Babylon.

Then we add 5 books called wisdom literature or poetry. They include Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, and Ecclesiastes. 

Then the Old Testament concludes with another 17 books called Prophetical books. 

These are the stories of the prophets that God raised up to speak different messages during the of the Old Testament historical books.

So when you read the Bible through cover to cover, you’re going to do really well in Genesis and Exodus. You might get a little stuck in Leviticus. 

But where you are really going to run into a problem is when you get to 1st and 2nd Kings. Because you are going to get a lot of information and it seems like it’s all jumbled together. 

Then as you continue to read through the poetical books and on into the prophetical books it can be a real struggle to put it all together.

This is one of the goals of using the Story to study through the whole Bible. My hope and prayer is this will help put things in order for you. 

So when you are reading and studying on your own, you will have some sense of where you are in your reading and how it all fits together.

To help you I’ve put an insert in your bulletins which is a nice simple tool to keep tucked in your Bibles. 

So if you would look in your bulletins you will find and sheet of paper and at the top it reads: Time Line of the Story.

If you didn’t get a bulletin would you hold your hand up and the ushers will bring you a Timeline.

[Walk through timeline insert—left side gives you a chronological order of the major events in the Bible. Then on the right side it shows you books in the Bible where you can read these stories.

Now when we get into the Era of the Kings it gets a little tricky. The middle column you have the historical book, which are part of the first 17 books of the Bible.

And then next to them see the poetical books which are the middle section of the Old Testament but are written primarily by the kings, David and Solomon.

Then look down at Israel and note on the back of the sheet you have Judah. Judah doesn’t follow Israel chronologically. These two should be side by side. Look at the dates. They run concurrent.]

Remember last week, we talked about the kingdom dividing after Solomon died. Israel is made up of the ten northern tribes and Judah, the southern kingdom, includes the tribe of Judah and Benjamin. 

On your sheet you see listed there on the left, a time line including many of the main characters. Then next to them you will see a listed there the historical and prophetical books that relate to each time frame. 
Now I hope this will help you in your study. I would hope that if you were to open your Bible to read and you happened to open it up to say the book of Habakkuk, instead of avoiding it you would say would dive right in and see what God has in store for you.

Well, today we’re looking at the northern kingdom now called Israel after they were divided. 

As we have already mentioned, last week we saw the end of the unified kingdom of Israel.
 
It was divided, not by Solomon’s son Rehaboam as the lower story seems to suggest but it was actually divided by God. 

The question for now is:

Why did God choose to divide the nation of Israel?

Remember God has a goal for the nation of Israel.

Back in Genesis 12, chapter 2 of the story we were introduced to a couple named Abraham and Sarah. And God promised to build them into a great nation and to bless them, and to make them a blessing to the nations of the world. And he did.

God’s plan is to show the world through the people of Israel and their relationship with God, a God who is filled with power, love and grace; and a God who wants to be in relationship with all people. 

God teaches his people to live distinctively different lifestyles than the rest of the world. This way the nations around them will see God through the way the people live. 

They are to love the Lord their God with all of their heart, spirit, mind and body; and to love one another. 
The secret of their success and prosperity is not found in anything they do, but is found in God. 

It should cause those around them to want to get to know God. 

And this was God’s objective . . . to reveal His plan and Himself, not just to the Israelites, but to all people. 

And God promised that out of the nation of Israel, one would be born who would provide the ultimate solution, so that we could come back into a relationship with Him. 

So the stakes are high, and it’s important for the people of Israel to reveal God and His plan. And it’s important for us too.

As we’ve been journeying through the Story, we’ve learned that Israel stopped being fully devoted to God. 

They became complacent in their devotion, overly comfortable, and trusted themselves more than God. 

They worshiped pagan gods and began to look like the other nations. As a result, they were no longer revealing the character, nature, and plan of God. 

Think about it, if God continued to bless them, it would have sent a wrong message to Israel and the surrounding nations about God’s character.

So in order to maintain the purity of the message and to truly represent the character of God, God divided the nation of Israel into two nations. 

It’s a dark time in the history of this once powerful nation.

Of the 38 kings who led the north and south over a period of 344 years, only 5 were considered to be good kings, kings who followed God, the rest were evil. 

Not one king in Israel, the northern kingdom, was considered good. 

In the end, God didn’t have to use the 12 tribes of Israel to accomplish His upper story plan. 

God’s not obligated to use all of Israel to bring us the Messiah. He only has to fulfill His unconditional promise to Abraham and to David. 

God said to Abraham so 1100 years earlier, “I promise to bless you and to use your offspring to bless all people, and out of you will come the Messiah. 

And then later on in the period of the kings, God promised King David, that the Messiah would come from his tribe and that David’s throne will be established forever. 

And what tribe was David part of? Judah. 

The Messiah, according the unconditional promise of God must come from the tribe of Judah, the southern nations. 

The tribes to the north didn’t include Judah. 

Now the 10 tribes to the north still have an opportunity to be used by God. God loves them, but the choice is theirs. 

They must change their heart and minds and turn back to God so they too, can reveal the love and plan of God.

In the northern kingdom there were 19 kings over a period of 208 years. 

God gave them a chance to turn back to Him. He gave them 208 years to decide if they would listen to Him and be a part of His mission. 

This shows us that God is patient and long-suffering. He wanted them and wants us to be in relationship with Him.

He wants us to experience His love and grace, His power and strength, but God never forces us into a relationship. 

It’s a choice. It’s your choice – no one can make it for you!

During this time God sent prophet after prophet to call them back to a relationship with Him. 

Now there had been prophets in the Old Testament before this, but this is a new kind of prophet or messenger. And the mission of these prophets was to hear directly from God and to give what they heard directly from God to the kings and to the people.

God used the prophets like a cell phone, or a living text messenger to call out to Israel, to get their attention and call them to repentance. 

The question is . . . will they pick up and answer, or will they just let the call go directly to voice mail.

And if they do pick up, will they listen? And if they listen, will they respond to God’s call.

The people always found another excuse, another reason to say no and they suffered miserably because of it. 

Now there are roughly 9 prophets who ministered in the northern kingdom of Israel. Four of them are listed there on your timeline.

They are; Elijah, Elisha, Amos and Hosea. These prophets shouted out God’s message to make sure everyone could hear.

In our reading this week we saw a number of dynamic stories. 

I think of the story of Elijah. If you don’t know his story, it’s great. 

Elijah comes up against the evil King Ahab and his really evil wife, Jezebel who would put many of the prophets of God to death. 

In 1 Kings 17:1 we read “Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.” 

Elijah means “Yahweh is God”. This is an appropriate name for a prophet in a time when Baal worship threatens to smother the worship of Yahweh in Israel.

God give Ahab a warning that a there is going to be a drought. This would have been a warning call.

Keep in mind that those who worshiped Baal believed he was the god who brought the rains and bountiful harvests. 

So when Elijah walked into the presence of this Baal-worshiping king and told him there would be no rain for several years it would be seen as a confrontation of not just the king but of his god as well. 

Elijah was telling Ahab that the Lord God held power far greater than any pagan god and he had better listen up. 

As one young inspiring theologian said; “Listen to me. Do you hear my words?”

Later in 1 Kings 18:1-2 we read that “After a long time, in the third year, the word of the LORD came to Elijah: "Go and present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the land." 2 So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab…” 

We see then in 1 Kings 18:17-19 when Ahab sees Elijah he said to him “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” 

Then Elijah responds in verse 18: “I have not made trouble for Israel. "But you and your father's family have. You have abandoned the LORD's commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.”

Elijah comes up against 450 prophets who worshiped Baal and he challenged them to a contest about who worshiped the true god. 

The challenge? Both the prophets of Baal and Elijah will prepare a sacrifice and place it on an altar. The challenge is to see who’s god will light the fire an consume the offering.

The prophets of Baal go first. They pick the bull the altar and make everything ready. And nothing happened. 

Elijah digs a trench around the altar and then takes buckets of water and pours them over his offering until the trench is full of water. 

And you know what happens?

In 1 Kings 18:36-39 we read “ At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 
37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again." 

Can you hear the phone ring? It’s God calling folks.

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 

39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, "The LORD--he is God! The LORD--he is God!" 

Can you imagine that happening before your very eyes? You would think seeing something like this would be a wakeup call wouldn’t you?

And because of the people’s initial response of the people, God ends the drought and sends rain. 

But king, Ahab and his wife Jezebel it only harden their hearts further.

And God will send in Ben-Hadad in 1 Kings 20, in what would be the first of three attacks against Ahab. God is still calling to Ahab, calling him to repentance.

You see it’s not enough to just hear the word of God, we must act on it.

Elijah was the first prophet to the northern kingdom.

Now there are a number of great stories in our reading for this week but there is one I want to focus on. If you were in the adult Sunday School class you talked about the prophet Hosea. 

Hosea was the last prophet to the north.

His story is found in the book that bears his name, the book of Hosea.

God raised up the prophet Hosea near the end of the 208 years and he is a prophet during the reign of king Jeroboam the first king in the north, but Jeroboam II.

The northern kingdom is enjoying some prosperity. And when times are good, we don’t often tune into God. We’re having too good of a time to listen to God’s message. 

We’re more prone to listen to God’s message during times of depression and recession. That’s what Hosea was running up against.

God not only asked Hosea to give his words to the people, but asked Hosea to give his life as a message. 

The first 3 chapters of Hosea contain his personal story. God came to Hosea and made an unusual and wild request. God told Hosea to marry a prostitute named Gomer. 

After they got married, she continued in her line of work. She would leave Hosea for periods of time. After some time passes, God tells Hosea to go to Gomer and show her his love. 

That’s a huge request. Put yourself in his shoes. 

He’s got to be angry and humiliated. Go and confront her, yes, but show her your love . . . I don’t think so. Hosea obeys the Lord. 

The story tells us that Hosea pays her fee. Gomer enters into the room to meet her next customer and there she finds Hosea. 

And Hosea tells her, “I love you and I want you to come back home.” 

Think of being put in that situation. This is a relationship which mirrored God’s relationship to Israel. They had a covenant, a marriage. 

And just as Gomer was unfaithful to Hosea, so were the people unfaithful to God. 

And for years God blessed them and still the people of Israel never sought God, but lived in sin and unfaithfulness.

God came to Israel and told them, “I love you and I want you to come back home.” They are eventually reconciled. Gomer is restored.

Hosea life story in found in the first three chapters but the words that God gives to Hosea are found in the rest of the book.

Listen to these words from Hosea-

(4:1) Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites,
 because the LORD has a charge to bring
 against you who live in the land:
“There is no faithfulness, no love,
 no acknowledgment of God in the land.

(4:2) There is only cursing, lying and murder,
 stealing and adultery; they break all bounds,
 and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 

(5:4) “Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God.
 A spirit of prostitution is in their heart;
 they do not acknowledge the LORD. 

(14:1-2) Return, Israel, to the LORD your God.
 Your sins have been your downfall!


2 Take words with you and return to the LORD.
 Say to him: “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously,
 that we may offer the fruit of our lips. 

Hosea is faithful in delivering that message. 

Did they listen? 208 years and they don’t listen. 

Of all the prophets to the northern kingdom, only one is successful. 

His name was Jonah. Jonah prophesied to the nation of Assyria, enemies of Israel. They are the nation who will ultimately come and destroy Israel. 

Yet, Jonah went to Nineveh, in Assyria and they repented and were saved. 

While Israel refused to listen. Isn’t that ironic, the people who didn’t know God, fell on their faces and repented.

While the people who supposedly knew God, refused to follow God.

This sounds all to familiar to me.

There’s a very strong message for every one of us. God is still speaking today. 

The question is, will you pick up the phone and take the call, or will you send God to voice mail. 

And if you answer the phone will you really listen and then will you trust Him to follow Him, and love Him enough to take action. God has given His word to you.

God has given us His Holy Spirit. The Spirit is trying to move you into that relationship with God. 

And if you’ve accepted Christ, then that same Spirit is within you, bringing you wisdom, comfort, instruction and to teach and convict you. 

He’s also given us as a community to live life together. That our lives would depict the love of God. 

So, God is calling. And what is He saying to you today? 

Maybe He’s telling you to do something, or to stop doing something. 

Maybe He’s telling you to go somewhere, or He’s telling you to stop going somewhere.

Maybe He’s telling you to start or join something; maybe He’s telling you to give up already. 

Or maybe He’s telling you to keep charging forward on something.

[PHONE RINGS: Call - 419-908-0248]

Oops, I forgot to turn my phone to vibrate. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s God! It’s for you. What do I tell Him? Will you take the call? Will you listen and follow Him, and will you love Him?
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